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rivals in the area of developing a scaled men-
tal test were Henry H. Goddard and Robert 
Yerkes.56

Goddard is credited with bringing intelligence 
testing to the United States.57 He translated 
and adapted Binet’s model to study immi-
grants who were coming into the United States. 
An interesting difference between Goddard’s 
and Binet’s assumptions about intelligence or 
IQ was that Goddard maintained that intel-
ligence or IQ was static or innate; thus, an 
individual’s IQ could not change. He argued 
that intelligence was passed from generation 
to generation; intelligence was inherited from 
parents. As noted earlier in this book, Goddard 
labeled low IQ as “feeble-mindedness.” There 
were specified levels of feeble-mindedness, such 
as moron, imbecile, and idiot.58 Goddard’s 
The Kallikak Family: A Study in Hereditary 
Feeble-Mindedness has been considered one 
of the major contributions to the menace, or 
threat, myth considered to be linked to feeble- 
mindedness, as well as to the eugenic prescrip-
tions suggested to address such problems of 
poverty and crime.

Between 1888 and 1915, various researchers 
administered intelligence tests to prisoners and 
boys in reform schools. For instance, in the 
early 1900s, the Ohio Board of Administration 
was convinced that more than 40% of the juve-
niles incarcerated in the state reformatories 
were “definitely feeble-minded.” Further, the 
board maintained that it was “folly” to try to reform these juveniles because they were 
not immoral; rather, they were unmoral.59 There were critics, however, of such research 
and the subsequent findings. Edwin Sutherland maintained that the intelligence tests 
administered were inadequate and that there were too many variations of such tests. He 
also maintained that delinquency is associated more with social and environmental influ-
ences than with IQ or intelligence.60

James Q. Wilson and Richard J. Herrnstein: 
Crime and Human Nature
In their book Crime and Human Nature, Wilson and Herrnstein reviewed a considerable 
number of criminological studies that examined the influence of genetic and familial fac-
tors on criminal behavior.80 Lawrence Wrightsman noted that such a shift in focus may 
be due to the changing political climate. During the 1960s, the dominant liberal political 
climate was one of optimism; there was a perception that any social problem could be 
solved. Environmental or sociological explanations of crime were more “palatable,” while 
biological explanations “lost favor” among many social scientists. In the 1980s, however, 
there was a political shift to a more conservative perspective. Wrightsman maintained 
that this pendulum shift was more tolerant of hereditary factors being considered to 
explain criminal behavior.81 In this vein, conservatives are more likely to consider causes 

1. According to Freud, which of the following is also
designated as a conscience?

a. Ego

b. Superego

c. Libido

d. Id

2. According to Kohlberg, which level of morality is
characteristic of designating what is considered “right” and
“wrong”?

a. Preconventional

b. Conventional

c. Postconventional

d. Nonconventional

3. According to Eysenck, which of the following is not
associated with one of the three dimensions linked to
criminality?

a. Psychoticism

b. Extroversion

c.	 Anxiety

d.	 Neuroticism

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e
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